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LIBRARY AND LITERACY COMMISSION 

Tuesday, February 8, 2011 

5:30 p.m. 

LOCAL HISTORY ROOM 

PORTERVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
 

AGENDA 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

II. ROLL CALL  Ellen Nichols, Chair    (10/2012) 

     Joseph Carter, Vice Chair  (10/2012) 

Joe Moreno    (10/2012) 

     Mary Leavitt    (10/2012) 

Catherine E. May   (10/2013) 

     Rebecca Grayson   (10/2013) 

     Stephanie Cortez   (10/2013) 

      
 

III. ORAL/WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS FROM PUBLIC 

 

All items not scheduled should be addressed to the Library and Literacy Commission at this time during Oral 

Communications.  Anyone wishing to address the Library and Literacy Commission should state their name 

for the record.  In order to proceed in a timely manner, please limit the duration of your comments to three (3) 

minutes. 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Regular session meeting, Tuesday, January 11, 2011 – Consider 
 

V. SCHEDULED MATTERS 

 

A) Monthly Highlights – review notable events from January  

B) Library Facility- continue discussion on future planning 

C) CALTAC – membership renewal & discussion of Board Effectiveness Training 

D) California State Funding – discuss local and San Joaquin Valley Library System impact 

E) Library and Literacy Commission meeting location – discuss meeting room options 

F) Other Matters, Future Agenda Items and Announcements 
 

VI. NEXT MEETING 

 

Establish next meeting date & time 

 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the California Ralph M. Brown Act, if you need special assistance to 

participate in this meeting, or to be able to access this agenda and documents in the agenda packet, please contact the Office of City 

Clerk at (559) 782-7464.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure 

accessibility to this meeting and/or provision of an appropriate alternative format of the agenda and documents in the agenda packet. 
 

Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Library and Literacy Commission after distribution of the Agenda packet 

are available for public inspection during normal business hours at the Library, 41 West Thurman Avenue, Porterville, CA  93257. 
 

The mission of the Porterville Public Library is to be a visible learning center by providing literacy materials and services for all 

ages throughout our community for personal enrichment, the power of information, and the joy of reading. 
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LIBRARY AND LITERACY COMMISSION 

Tuesday, February 8, 2011 

5:30 p.m. 
 

STAFF COMMENTS 

 

A) Monthly Highlights 

 

On January 11
th
, 2011, Adult Literacy staff hosted an Adult Literacy Board Game Night for volunteer 

tutors and their learners.  

 

On January 18
th
, 2011, special “Pajama Story time” was held.  The staff and participants dressed in their 

comfy pajamas and cozy slippers. Staff read books, sang songs to 87 participants.  

 

On January 18
th
, 2011, Mary Leavitt and Stephanie Cortez were appointed as the two new Library and 

Literacy Commission members.  

  

On January 21
st
, 2011, Adult Literacy staff hosted a Tea Time Book Club for volunteer tutors and their 

learners.  

  

On January 27
th
, 2011, staff participated in the Parent's Education Night at Olive School Elementary. 

Staff promoted library card applications and passed out promotional flyers on library services and 

programs.     

 

On January 29
th
, 2011, the staff conducted two computer classes on “Job Skills and Databases”. 

 

On January 31st, 2011, the “Ice Cream for Books Reading Program” ended with an Ice Cream Social. Ice 

Cream for the event was donated by Rite Aid. There were 48 participants who attended the Ice Cream 

social and 186 registered for the reading program.  
 

B)  Library Facility 

 

The Commission determined at their last meeting to continue discussion in regards to the next steps for 

the planning of a future Library Facility.  The Commission also asked staff to share information about the 

work the Library Facility Planning Committee was able to accomplish and the direction City Council 

gave last January. 

 

The Library Facility Planning Committee (LFPC) was created in the Fall of 2008 with City Council’s 

authorization to develop a plan for library services and facility needs for implementing the City 2030 

General Plan.  The Committee was comprised of Library Board members, Friends of the Library, 

community members, library patrons, school officials, a member of City Council, and City Staff.  The 

LFPC had their first meeting in December 2008 and were tasked with becoming familiar with the current 

library services and facilities.  The LFPC further added to their knowledge by visiting several modern 

library facilities in the Tulare County and Fresno County area. 

 

In the Spring of 2009, City Council authorized the hiring of consultants Page+Moris to facilitate the 

LFPC in conducting a Library Facilities and Space Needs Assessment.  The report was completed in 

October 2009 and the LFPC presented the findings to City Council in January 2010.  The report utilized 

the 2030 General Plan as a basis for predicting future library service needs for a future City population of 

90,400.  The goal of the report was to quantify the specific services roles and facility size, and staffing 

that would be necessary to accomplish a future building project in a 15-20 year timeline. 
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Staff has provided a copy of the Needs Assessment Report for the new Commissioners to review.  Staff 

shared at the last Commission meeting that at the Joint City Council meeting held in January 2010, action 

was taken by Council to have staff and the LFPC approach the County about the possibility of a 

partnership, commence funding evaluation, and the identification of site requirements. 

  

C) CALTAC 

 

The Library and Literacy Commission membership to the California Association of Library Trustees and 

Commissioners has been renewed. 

 

Staff has provided the following information for the Commission to consider to schedule a free 

Library Board Effectiveness Training offered to all CALTAC Members.  This training would be available 

at our location, on a Saturday of the Commission’s choosing from 9 a.m. to noon. Experienced 

trustees/commissioners have been trained in a curriculum developed by Carla Lehn, California State 

Library consultant in board training.  In order to be more effective, each session is tailored to the specific 

needs and issues of the board or commission being trained. 

 

By the end of this session participants will be able to: 

•  Articulate the significant role and contribution of volunteer trustees to Library success, including    

   CALTAC's role. 

•  Understand the various Library Board structures in California, and recognize the type on which they  

   serve. 

•  Identify legal obligations of library board members, and know steps to take to reduce personal and  

   Board liability. 

•  List the role and functions of a Library Board, and articulate some success strategies for accomplishing   

   them. 

•  Develop and/or enhance a productive working relationship with their Library Director. 

•  Identify next steps for addressing their own current issues in this area. 

 

Staff recommends that the Commission determine at least 2-3 Saturdays in the next few months that 

would work best for a training session.  Staff will then make contact with the CALTAC Board 

Effectiveness Trainer to schedule training session. 

 

D) California State Funding 

 

On January 10, 2011, Governor Brown released his proposed 2011-12 budget that would eliminate $30.4 

million of all State Funding to the Public Library Fund (PLF), California Library Literacy Services 

(CLLS), and Transaction Based Reimbursements (TBR).  The Porterville Library has been designated to 

receive the following in 2010-2011 from the State Funding sources above:  PLF $18,133; CLLS $26,400, 

TBR $ n/a.  At the local level due to our funding received from General and Measure H funds, the State 

Funds that will likely be eliminated will have a minimum impact on programs and services. Therefore it 

is critical that local funding remain stable and restored for proactive support of library programs and 

services. 

 

The San Joaquin Valley Library System Administrative Council has called a special meeting on Friday, 

February 4, to discuss the pending State cuts and the impact it will have on SJVLS services to member 

libraries.  The California State Library is sending two representatives to participate in the SJVLS 

Administrative Council meeting.  Staff does not have a full report to include at this time of the impact to 

SJVLS members.  Staff will provide additional information to the Commission on Tuesday, February 8. 
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E) Library and Literacy Commission Meeting Location 

 

Staff would like the Commission to consider optimal meeting room requirements that would better serve 

discussion and public participation. The Local History Room has served the advisory meetings well over 

the years; however, with the expansion of the members and the renaming of the advisory body, staff 

anticipates an increase in public participation. 

 

Staff would like to suggest making this public meeting more comfortable and engaging for all by 

proposing that the Commission consider utilizing Council Chambers or the City Community Room to 

hold their meetings. 

 

 

F) Other Matters, Future Agenda Items and Announcements 

 

Any other matters and future agenda items will be at the discretion of the Board.  The items will be added 

to the agenda for the next regular meeting currently scheduled for March 8, 2011. 

 The Friends of the Library were receptive to a possible Spelling Bee fundraiser and would like to 

continue the discussion with the Library and Literacy Commission’s Spelling Bee project Ad-Hoc 

committee. 

 The Parks & Leisure Services Department, Library Division, has three items pending for City 

Council: (1) Review of draft Memorandum of Understanding between the City and Burton 

School District for a Rotating Spanish Collection (2) Library Budget (3) Acceptance of bids for 

painting and ceiling renovation of the Early Learning Center.  The three items are tentatively 

scheduled for Tuesday, February 15, 2011.  
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LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, January 11, 2011 

 

I.        CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Regular Session of the library Board of Trustees was called to order at 5:30 p.m. in the Library’s Local 

History Room. 

 

II.        ROLL CALL 

             

Present:   Ellen Nichols, Chair   (10/2012) 

Joe Moreno   (10/2011) 

     Catherine E. May  (10/2013) 

     Rebecca Grayson  (10/2013) 

 

          Excused Absence: Joseph Carter, Vice Chair (10/2012) 

 

     Staff Present:   Vikki Cervantes, City Librarian 

Anthony Arellano, Library Supervisor 

 

Also Present: Khris Saleh 

   

III.        ORAL/WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Khris Saleh asked the Board to remove the title “Measure H Oversight Committee member” after his name in 

the minutes as his attendance is as a member of the public and he does not attend as a representative of the 

Committee.  He stated that he was glad to see the Library Facility Planning Committee being revived and that 

he would like to be of service. 

 

IV.        APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Joe Moreno motioned for approval; Rebecca Grayson seconded and the motion was approved. 

 

V.        SCHEDULED MATTERS 

 

a. Monthly Highlights 

 

The Monthly Highlights were noted.  No action. 

 

b. Library Facility 

 

Vikki Cervantes distributed a Building Fact Sheet with a design drawing of the Tulare Public Library.  

After discussion, Rebecca Grayson motioned to table the agenda item and revisit it when seven Library 

and Literacy Commission members were seated.  Joe Moreno added that the new commission members 

should be brought up to speed first.  Catherine E. May seconded the motion with Joe Moreno’s addition.  

The motion was approved. 

 

c. CALTAC 

 

Board members discussed CALTAC training options.  Catherine E. May motioned to pursue CALTAC’s 

free Board Effectiveness Training.  Joe Moreno seconded and the motion was approved. 
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d. Other Matters, Future Agenda Items and Announcements 

 

Future Agenda Items 

 The Board asked Vikki Cervantes to report back regarding the Friends of the Library response to 

the Spelling Bee Fundraiser. 

 

VI.        NEXT MEETING 

 

 The next regular meeting of the Board will be Tuesday, February 8, at 5:30 p.m. in the Library Local History 

Room. 

 

VII.      ADJOURNMENT:  6:17 p.m. 

 

        Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

 

        Anthony Arellano, Library Supervisor 


